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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
November 14, 1871 


Hon. George S. Boutwell 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir 

Mr. H. G. Hunt, Paying teller of the Suffolk Bank, Boston, has sent me $900 in Double 
Eagles, by Express, desiring to exchange them for the smaller denominations of the present year, 
1871. 

This is contrary to the regulations and practice of the Mint, although in rare cases we 
may have, as a matter of accommodation, exchanged a very few pieces. 

In a second letter received from Mr. Hunt this morning, he explains that a friend of his 
wants the new pieces for Christmas and New Year’s presents, and it is not convenient to get 
them from the banks. He says if he could see you, he thinks that under the circumstances, you 
would consent to the arrangement. 

I have therefore thought it best to submit the matter to your consideration, and will be 
governed by your decision. 

Most of the coins sent by Mr. Hunt are in as good condition as could be reasonably 
expected after being in circulation, but some of them are perceptibly abraded, and the holders of 
coin warrants might not be willing to take them, as they always prefer new pieces. 


Very respectfully, 
James Pollock 
Director 


